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Summary:

This article examines the rhetorical devices employed at the opening of
the Prophetic Hadiths and the communicative and semantic functions
they perform in guiding the recipient. It aims to uncover the relationship
between the structure of the opening in Prophetic Hadith and its rhetorical
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and semantic functions through an analysis of selected examples from Riyad al-
Salihin. The article is based on the premise that the opening of a Prophetic Hadith
is not merely a formal element, but rather a rhetorical-semantic structure that
lays the foundation for the discourse’s impact on the listener and directs its
intended meanings. To achieve this objective, the study adopts a rhetorical-
semantic analytical approach based on the analysis of selected Prophetic Hadiths,
with a view to identifying the aesthetic features of various opening techniques
and examining how they are employed to construct meaning and fulfill the
Prophetic purpose of communication, understanding, and guidance.

Keywords: Prophetic Hadith; Rhetoric; Semantics; Rhetoric of Beginnings
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