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The Concept of Interpretation between Tradition and

Modernity in Arab and Western Thought and in
theQur’anic Text
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Summary:

This study examines the concept of interpretation (ta’wil) in Arab and Western
thought, both in classical and modern contexts, with particular attention to its use
in the Qur’anic text. Given the significance of this concept in literary, linguistic,
and philosophical studies, the research traces its theoretical foundations in both
Arab and Western intellectual traditions after defining it linguistically and
terminologically. It further investigates the stages of the linguistic and semantic
development of the concept from the beginnings of scholarly writing to the
present day. The study also explores the meanings and connotations of ta’'wil in
the Holy Qur'an.To achieve these objectives, the study employs the inductive,
descriptive-analytical, and historical approaches in order to trace the semantic
development of ta’wil among classical and modern scholars and in the Qur’anic
context. It also draws comparisons among the views of Arab grammarians,
classical and modern Western philosophers, and Qur’anic exegetes, highlighting
convergences and divergences in their conceptualizations of interpretation.
Keywords: Interpretation; Ta'wil; Arab thought; Western thought; Qur’anic
interpretation; semantic development
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