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Summary:

The attempt to understand the Qur’anic text constitutes an essential step towards
fulfilling the divine injunction: “[This is] a blessed Book which We have revealed to
you, that they might reflect upon its verses and that those endowed with
understanding might take heed.” (Qur’an, Sad 38:29). Inspired by this verse and the
imperative it conveys, Muslim scholars have devoted considerable effort to
interpreting the Holy Qur'an and exploring both its manifest and underlying
meanings. Some have adopted the Qur’an-by-the-Qur’an approach, interpreting
the text through other Qur’anic passages, while others have relied on reason as an
essential instrument for understanding, analysis, and critical examination. Among
the mechanisms employed to determine the validity of one interpretation over
another, select one meaning among several possibilities, and establish the strength
of a particular semantic indication is the examination of context, including both its
immediate and broader textual dimensions, as well as its linguistic and situational
aspects. This raises a fundamental question: What is the concept of context, and
what role does it play in interpreting the Qur’anic text? This study aims to highlight
the significance of context in uncovering meaning and to examine its use by
Qur’anic exegetes as an interpretive mechanism. The study concludes that context
constitutes an essential means of understanding the intentions of discourse;
furthermore, grasping these intentions contributes to a comprehensive
understanding of religion, Islamic law, and the messages conveyed by the Qur’an.
Keywords: Holy Qur’an; Qur’anic Exegesis; Context; Semantics
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