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Summary:

What distinguishes Tajwid scholars from both early and modern scholars of Arabic
linguistics is that they approached phonetic study from the perspective of the
sacredness of the Arabic letter in their tradition. Driven by this motivation and
their concern for accurate description, they demonstrate great precision in
characterizing the phonetic properties of Arabic sounds, whether in terms of
articulation (makharij) or the nature of their distinguishing features. Since
distinctive features constitute the fundamental component through which
linguistic sounds are formed, Tajwid scholars gave them considerable attention in
their phonetic studies. These features were a clear focus in their work, as they
systematically examined the properties of sounds in isolation from syntactic
structure, as well as within the phonetic organization of the Qur’anic text. This
methodology adopted by Tajwid scholars in identifying the distinctive features of
Arabic sounds closely aligns, in essence, with the phonological analysis of
language sounds in modern linguistic studies. In response to this distinctive
aspect of Tajwid scholarship, this paper seeks to examine the texts of Tajwid
scholars in order to uncover their treatment of distinctive features. It aims to
clarify the methodology they employed in studying these features in light of
modern phonetic theory, to explain their concept and terminology of distinctive
features, and to assess the extent of their awareness of the role of these features
in the functional analysis of phonemes in the Qur’anic text.

Keywords: distinctive features; linguistic sound; Tajwid; modern phonetic studies;
phonology
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