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Summary:

This article examines the approach of the early grammarians—the leading figures
of the two major schools, namely the Basran and Kufan scholars—in dealing with
linguistic sources, that is, the categories of speech used as evidence in establishing
and codifying Arabic grammar. It explores their methods of observing and
collecting linguistic material, as well as the perspectives of each school on these
issues. Through this study, | aim to highlight the methodology of both schools in
handling linguistic texts and the extent to which this methodology influenced the
Arabic language in general and grammatical rules in particular. It also investigates
how these differing perspectives contributed to the emergence of methodological
disagreement between the two schools, with reference to the criteria established
by these grammarians for determining valid linguistic evidence and authoritative
transmitters, and how these criteria were applied in practice. Furthermore, the
study attempts to present a detailed account of both schools, particularly
regarding the sources they relied upon, arranged according to their significance in
the eyes of the grammarians themselves.

Keywords: methodology; Basran grammarians; Kufan grammarians; linguistic
sources; grammatical codification; Arabic language; grammatical disagreement
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