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Semiotics of Passions and Emotions in the Story
‘Offstage of Silence’ by Zahia Nekaa
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Summary:

There has been a cognitive shift in contemporary semiotic studies, marked
by a methodological transition from examining the semiotics of signs and
objects to the semiotics of emotions and passions. This shift highlights the
presence of the narrative voice of the speaking subject or the acting
character in the literary text, as well as its significant role in directing
events, discourses, emotions, and feelings, transforming them into focal
points of conflict and tension within the narrative work. This study
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presents the most prominent emotions and feelings in the short story Backstage
of Silence, along with the key nodes of tension within this narrative corpus. It
approaches these elements as major guiding points for reading and semiotically
analyzing the distinctive passions, emotions, and affects expressed in this
engaging story.

Keywords: semiotics of passions; Backstage of Silence; discourse; narrative
utterance
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