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The Use of Space in Novelistic Narrative:
Habib Sayah’s Novel “That Nostalgia” as a Case Study
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Summary:

The use of space in the novel is an inevitable necessity that cannot be
avoided, as the writer may choose a single setting, or multiple settings
may appear within one narrative text. In this study, we seek to
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examine the creative experience of Habib Sayeh through his novel That Longing,
with a particular focus on the significance of space in the novel, considering it a
fundamental narrative component in the structure of the narrative text. Its
importance is no less significant than that of other elements that constitute the
architecture of the narrative text, such as events, character, time, and language.
Given the role that spaces play in shaping this narrative architecture, this study
attempts to identify the features of the spatial structure in the novel That Longing
by analyzing the way the narrator describes places, as well as highlighting how
they are employed in the novel, with the aim of examining their aesthetic
functions. Thus, the study seeks to address the following questions: How did the
novelist describe places in this text? And how were they employed?

Keywords: novel; use of space; narrative component; description of places;
significance of space; That Longing by Habib Sayeh
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