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"Place as a Semantic System"
A Semiotic Reading of Zahran al-Qasimi's novel,
"The Exile of the Wanderer
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Summary:

Place was not only a major component of the narrative and a real actor in the
making of events, but also a semiotic sign of identity and its effect on shaping
selves. From this standpoint, we trace the semiotics and symbolism of place, as a
semantic system, in the narrative of the identity conflict between alienation and
belonging in Zahran Al-Qasimi’s novel, The Exile of the Wanderer, in which place
emerged as a protagonist defining the identity of its inhabitants, establishing their
culture, and influencing the ideology of those who passed through it. It emerged
as a symbol of alienation in its solidity and a culture of belonging in its harshness,
appearing significant in its various manifestations and rituals. We sought to
explore the nature of place, beginning with its openness to horizons and its
boundless limits, moving through its closed, limited dimensions and the self-
enclosure it entails, and finally arriving at the antithetical place that opens up
within its boundaries but narrows—due to its semantic shift—in its psychological
dimension; thus becoming a semiotic sign pointing to a state of existence in the
shadow of nothingness.The importance of this research is evident in the role of
semiotics in analyzing narrative space and deconstructing its symbols and signs
with their psychological and social dimensions for the characters, reflecting the
existential impact of place and its vital role in shaping the human self.

Keywords: Enclosed space, open space, semantic pattern, existential symbol
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