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The Imagology of Spatial Representation in the Novel
‘Salmon Fishing in the Yemen’ by the English Writer Paul
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Summary:

This research examines the study of spatial representation in the novel Salmon
Fishing in the Yemen by the English writer Paul Torday through an imagological
approach. It focuses on representations of place and their role in constructing a
cultural image of the East and the West. The novel presents a Western space
represented by Britain and Scotland as symbols of political administration, and
an Eastern space represented by Yemen with all its civilizational components,
along with limited references to Iraq and the effects of its war.The significance
of this study lies in revealing how the author uses space as a tool for
understanding Western policies toward the East. It also highlights the novel’s
relatively balanced portrayal of Arab Muslims despite its reliance on a center—
periphery model, as well as the protagonist Alfred Jones’s personal
transformation from atheism to faith. The findings indicate that the novel
employs spatial representation to expose Britain’s exploitation of the Yemeni
project for political and personal purposes. This exploitation leads to tragic
endings for both the Yemeni Sheikh and the British Prime Minister, giving the
novel a tragic dimension that links deception with its consequences.

Keywords: imagology, space, East, West, Salmon Fishing in the Yemen, Paul
Torday
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