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The Sea Narrative in Algerian Feminist Fiction:The
Chaos of the Senses, and Passing by a Bed’ by Ahlam
Mosteghanemi as a Model
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Summary:

Algerian feminist narrative has notably thematized the sea in a strikingly
imaginative way, as a result of contemporary women’s fiction being
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preoccupied with the questions of the Self and the Other, as well as the search
for identity following Algeria’s ordeal in the 1990s. In this context, the “sea
narrative” in women’s writing draws much of its material and formative
elements from the writers’ own life narratives, which remain inseparable from
lived experience. Thus, there is a close, interactive, and integrative relationship
between the female self-narrative and the sea narrative .This study seeks to
examine the manifestations of the sea in Ahlam Mosteghanemi’s two novels
(Chaos of the Senses and Passing by a Bed), considering it as a space where
events unfold, as an element connected to fictional characters, and as a carrier
of historical and social identity. In women’s fiction, the sea takes on multiple
forms and significations, occupying a significant place within their narrative
corpus.

Keywords: sea; sea narrative; feminist narrative; Algerian narrative; self;
identity; Ahlam Mosteghanemi
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