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Summary:

This study aims to explore the relationship between phonological structure and
poetic meaning in O River, a poem by Badr Shakir al-Sayyab. It adopts a critical
approach that views sound in modern poetry as a structural component that
actively participates in the production of meaning and the shaping of the reader’s
interpretive horizon. The study is based on the assumption that the poem’s
phonological transformations—including rhythm, stress, intonation, and
variations in tempo—contribute to revealing the text’s deep emotional structure
and illuminating the poet’s discourse of anxiety, loss, and alienation. The analysis
demonstrates that the image of the river is transformed, through both
phonological and symbolic configurations, into a sign of the passage of time, the
fragmentation of the self, and the impossibility of redemption. The study further
shows that rhythmic variation and the multiplicity of intonational patterns
embody the instability of the poetic vision and endow the text with an expressive
power that reflects the modern individual’s persistent search for meaning.
Consequently, the poem represents a significant example of the interplay
between sound and meaning in modern Arabic poetry, particularly in al-Sayyab’s
poetic experience, where rhythm functions simultaneously as an aesthetic and
intellectual device.

Keywords: phonological structure, rhythm, meaning, stress.
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