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Summary:

This study focuses on the issue of Algerian identity in literature written in French,
with particular emphasis on the relationship between language, culture, and
national belonging. It argues that Algerian identity is not merely an ethnic or
linguistic affiliation, but rather a sense of belonging rooted in history, culture, and
society, and shaped by multiple elements such as language, religion, land, and sub-
identities. The study highlights the role of the French language in Algerian
literature, both during the colonial period and after independence, as a means of
expressing Algerian reality and conveying cultural experience to the wider world
without undermining national identity. It also examines the experience of bilingual
writers such as Rachid Boudjedra and Amin Zaoui, who have used both Arabic and
French to enrich literary creativity and express Algerian values. The study concludes
that Algerian literature written in French remains fundamentally Algerian in identity
as long as its authors acknowledge their belonging to Algerian culture and history.
The use of French as a medium of global communication does not diminish this
identity; rather, it enables the exchange of ideas and the preservation of national
and cultural affiliation.

Keywords: Algerian identity; Algerian literature; French language; national
belonging; French colonialism; Francophonie
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