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The Variations in Word Structure and their Effect on
Meaning: Selected Models from Qur’anic Readings
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Summary:

The variation in the structure of the Arabic word may be related to the
different vowel markings and their effect on the origin of each meaning.
This, in turn, leads to differences in the morphological (sarf) meaning, as
well as the functional structural impact of word patterns. Furthermore, the
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functional meaning itself may change with changes in the word’s structure from
one form to another. This occurs frequently in Qur’anic readings. When linguists
looked at Qur’anic readings differently than jurists, reciters, and legal-
methodologists (usiliyylQn), and since Qur’anic readings had multiplied along with
the diversity of Arabic dialects, this contributed to an expansion in word patterns.
Consequently, this also expanded meanings and their rhetorical functions. With
these differing readings, the ways in which words are recited also multiply, which
leads to an expansion in the scope of their intended meaning due to differences in
their morphological form from one reading to another. For these reasons, our
research—entitled “Variation in Word Structure and Its Impact: Selected Models
from Qur’anic Readings” —was undertaken, since the study is limited to examining
this topic. It is also motivated by the researcher’s interest in exploring the variety
of words that appear in Qur'anic readings. After investigating these readings and
their differences, the research asks: does this variation in how words are
pronounced have an effect on their functional meaning and rhetorical significance?
Keywords: Qur’anic readings, variation, word structure, signification (meaning) and
effect
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