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Summary:

The modern linguists’ readings regarding ancient Arab linguistic thought
have varied; each linguist has interpreted it through the lens of their
contemporary linguistic formation (the modern linguistic school to which
they belong or are influenced by). This study aims to clarify the perspective
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of a group of modern Arab linguists on traditional Arabic linguistic thought and how
they evaluate it. We found that linguists can be divided into three groups: one that
emphasizes the similarity between ancient Arabic linguistic thought and modern
linguistic thought; a second that believes in their divergence; and a third that sees
significant differences between the two thoughts. Furthermore, returning to the
heritage and traditional texts does not mean going back without progression; we
should remain engaged in comparing traditional linguistic thought with modern
linguistics. We must also explore our Arabic language and develop its study in line
with the developments of our era, utilizing technologies and artificial intelligence
programs to enhance, publish, and serve Arabic linguistic research.

Keywords: Arabic linguistic thought; modern linguistics; Arab linguists;
convergence perspective; divergence perspective; distancing perspective
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