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The Historiographical Sources of the Modern Algerian
Literature Renaissance by Abdelmalek Mertad: A Case
Study on 'The Renaissance of Contemporary Arabic
Literature in Algeria (1925-1954)' Exploring Methodology,
Characteristics, and Themes
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Summary:

No one can deny the significant contributions of Dr. Abdelmalek Mertad, a
prominent figure in Arabic literature in Algeria, to the recognition of modern and
contemporary Algerian literature. His scientific writings, whether in the field of
documenting Algerian literature or his engagement with experimental approaches,
including contextual or systemic critiques—both in application and theory—as well
as narrative writing in the realms of novels and short stories, established Dr. Mertad
as a comprehensive scholarly resource striving to lay the foundations for Algerian
culture in the present era. Among the most notable outputs of Dr. Mertad is his
scholarly work in 'The Renaissance of Arabic Literature in Algeria (1925-1954),'
where he attempts to document Algerian literature by exploring the sources of
modern Algerian literature starting from 1925, the year that witnessed the birth of
the first Arabic newspaper paving the way for Algerian literature, namely 'Al-
Muntaqid.' This extends up to 1954, the year that ushered in a new wave of literary
themes in Algerian literature due to the Great November Revolution.

Keywords: Abdelmalek Mertad; Algerian Literature; Modern Renaissance; Literary
Documentation; Arabic Literature; November Revolution
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