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Expression through Folk Myth in Contemporary Algerian
Poetry: Fateh Allak’ s Poem "Loundja" as a Model
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Summary:

One of the most important transformations that contemporary Algerian poetry has
undergone—from the early 1970s to the present—is that contemporary Algerian
poets have turned towards using heritage, with its various characters, events, and
texts, as a means of expressing their ideas, feelings, and burning inner emotions.
This applies whether the focus is on their own selves in particular or on the reality
of their cultural and national communities at large. Among what drew their greatest
attention, above all, was the use of popular heritage characters inspired by diverse
forms of popular tradition: such as mythic and dreamlike figures, popular
biographies, true and fantastical folk tales, and other elements connected to Arab
or Algerian folk heritage. This study seeks to investigate the motives that prompted
the Algerian poet “Fateh Allak” to explore the abundant gardens of popular
heritage and draw from its sources. It also aims to clarify the reasons behind his use
of the Algerian folk fantastic character (Loundja)—a figure that attracted his
attention more than other heritage characters. The study attempts to reveal the
most important techniques and mechanisms he relied on, and to assess the impact
this had on the artistic structure of contemporary Algerian poetry.

Keywords: heritage; popular heritage; folk fantasy; Loundja; contemporary
Algerian poetry; Fateh Allak
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