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The Arabic Folktale and Its Interrelations: A
Comparative Study between Ali Baba and Bab
Essakara Tales
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Summary:

This article offers a comparative study between the famous tale “Ali Baba”
and its Algerian popular version, “Bab Esskara.” It starts from the premise
that popular tales, despite sharing similar narrative structures, convey
cultural meanings that reflect the specificities of the societies that
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produced them. The study adopts a comparative analytical approach that examines
key narrative components to uncover the cultural symbols that grant the local tale
its distinctiveness. The findings show that the Algerian tale, while preserving the
general plot of “Ali Baba,” differs in its symbolic dimensions, mythical imagination,
and gender roles representation. These differences reflect the uniqueness of the
Algerian popular imagination and its close ties to rural environments and local oral
traditions.

Keywords: folktale, One Thousand and One Nights, Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves,
comparative study
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