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Summary:

The presence of women in the contemporary novel has become striking and
controversial, especially with the diversity and variation in the images of women in
the contemporary Arabic novel. Because women and their issues have become a
matter that preoccupies writers, both male and female, in an overwhelming way
and is a subject of research and interest, the researcher found that the focus on the
social representations of women is limitless and extremely important. The most
contemporary novels concerned with and preoccupied with women, their images,
and their issues are the novels that belong to feminist literature. Hence, through
my research entitled: "The Image of Women in the Contemporary Arabic Novel - A
Reading of Social Representations," in which | relied on one of the contemporary
feminist literary works, namely the novel "The Naked Face of the Arab Woman" by
the writer Nawal El Saadaoui, perhaps the reason for our reliance on this model
primarily is that a woman is the best reference for another woman. Through the
writer, we try to approach the duality of self and other in her, to look closely and
by passing through the mouth of the narrative to the interior of the (self) of the
woman, her perception of the other (man), and her perception of the other’s
perception of her.

Keywords: Women’s image, sociology of images, social representations,
contemporary novel
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