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The Constraint Aesthetics and the Inner Voice Privacy:
The Novel as a Resistance Act in Yahya Sinwar’s “The
Thorn and the Clove” as a Model
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Summary:

This critical study aims to analyze the novel 'The Thorn and The Clove' by Yahya al-
Sinwar as a tangible embodiment of resistance within the context of Palestinian
literature. The study goes beyond mere narrative description to focus on al-Sinwar's
mechanisms in constructing a fictional world that not only presents the lived reality
of the Palestinian experience but transcends it to create a space for confrontation
and resilience. The study highlights how characters, events, and even everyday
details are transformed into symbols of comprehensive resistance, which is not
limited to the military dimension but also extends to cultural, social, and
psychological aspects. The novel is viewed as a 'resistive act' in itself, contributing
to the formation of a collective resistant consciousness and documenting the
Palestinian experience from an internal perspective, away from external
stereotypes. The analysis reveals al-Sinwar's skill in utilizing language and poetic
imagery to create a powerful text that provokes memory and raises questions
about the nature of resistance and its evolving forms.

Keywords: Palestinian novel, Yahya al-Sinwar, cultural resistance, Thorns and
Cloves, constraint aesthetics
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