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Gaza Events in Contemporary Algerian Poetry:
A Semiotic Analysis of the Poem "A Reproach from
Under the Bombing" by the Poet Najib Jahish
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Summary:

This study aims to explore the manifestations of resistance and resilience in
contemporary Algerian poetry, focusing on how it engages with current events to
transform geographical space into a timeless poem. We have selected the poem "A
Reproach from Under the Bombardment" by Algerian poet Najib Jahish, composed
on November 14, 2023, coinciding with the Al-Agsa Flood events on October 7,
2023, in resistance-filled Gaza. The study employs a semiotic approach, examining
a network of signs and symbols and their interactions with each other and the
cultural and historical context to generate meaning. Key findings indicate that the
poem constitutes a closed semiotic system centered on pain but open to
accusation. It weaves a complex fabric of signs in conflict, predominantly featuring
signs of death, yet buoyed by resilient signs of endurance, even if frail and pained.
Furthermore, the poem carries a central significance around which the signs
converge, producing dynamic interactions. The poem itself becomes a pivotal sign,
transforming silence into speech, betrayal into accusation, death into testimony,
and testimony into victory.

Keywords: Gaza; resistance; poetry; semiotics; Najib Jahish
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