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The Internal and External Music in Moufdi Zakaria’s
Poem ‘November’: A Phonetic Approach
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Summary:

This study addresses the phonetic (sound) analysis of the poem
“November” by the poet Mufdi Zakaria, treating it as a model of Algerian
revolutionary poetry that combines textual rhetoric with the aesthetics of
oral performance. The article starts from the hypothesis that sonic
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elements—such as paronomasia (wordplay), phonetic repetition, and internal
letter-based rhythm—together with metrical structure and a unified rhyme,
establish inner and outer musical architectures that give the poem a distinctive
chant-like character. The paper also documents how the poet uses recorded vocal
performance to transform the poem into an oral discourse with a poetic dimension
that extends beyond the page into the reception space. The study employs a
descriptive methodology based on an analytic approach that links the written text
and the audible performance, with the aim of highlighting the aesthetic functions
of sound in shaping meaning and strengthening the emotional impact on the
listener.

Keywords: internal music; external music; phonetic study; the poem “November”;
Mufdi Zakaria
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