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Religious Intertextuality in the Poems "Samar Al-

Fatiha" and "Samar Al-Jawqga“ by Karim Maatoug: An
Analytical Reading in Light of the Diwan of Al-Samiri
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Summary:

This research examines religious intertextuality in the following poems: Samar al-
Jawqgah, Samar al-Madinah, and Samar al-Fitnah by the Emirati poet Kareem
Maatoug, as presented in the collection Al-Samiri, to which the three poems
belong. The study highlights the poet’s method of employing religious texts,
drawing on both the Holy Qur’an and the Noble Prophetic Sunnah. Through the
poem Samar al-Madinah, the poet articulates the concerns of the Arab nation by
investing in the figure of the Samiri mentioned in the Qur’anic narrative and using
the device of the borrowed or masked persona to express the crisis of the nation
and the dominance of false powers. Maatoug relies on religious intertextuality to
critique the contemporary cultural reality in both Samar al-Jawgah and Samar al-
Fitnah. This research demonstrates that Kareem Maatoug employs indirect
intertextuality. In terms of intertextual mechanisms, he makes use of conciseness,
while at the level of intertextuality, he primarily adopts the dialogic level and
employs the absorptive level in a manner that serves the central issue addressed
by the poem.

Keywords: intertextuality, direct intertextuality, indirect intertextuality, Emirati
poetry, Al-Samiri, symbolism
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