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The Cohesive Structure in Ibn al-Rum1’s Elegy for his Middle
Son: An Analytical Study
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Summary:

This study addresses the cohesive structure in lbn al-RimT’s elegy for his
middle son, within the framework of text linguistics, in which cohesion is
regarded as one of the most prominent textual criteria. It begins by
introducing the poet and the psychological and social circumstances that
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deepened the sincerity of his elegiac expression. It then presents the concept of
cohesion and distinguishes it from coherence: cohesion is based on the explicit
linguistic links on the surface of the text, whereas coherence concerns semantic
and contextual relations. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to
identify manifestations of cohesion in the poem across three levels: grammatical
cohesion, represented through reference, substitution, and patterns of
conjunction; lexical cohesion, through repetition, collocation, the formation of
semantic fields, and the matching of hemistiches (where the second part responds
to the first); and phonological cohesion, through meter, rhyme, and punning
(jinas).The study concludes that Ibn al-RimT’s elegy achieves a highly cohesive
textual construction that brings together the warmth of emotion and the precision
of phrasing, thereby reinforcing its position among Arabic elegies.

Keywords: Cohesion; elegies; |bn al-RimT; textuality; reference; sorrow
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