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Summary:

This study addresses the concept of understanding and interpretation in Hans-
Georg Gadamer, focusing on the philosophical references and mechanisms he
employed in engaging with literary and artistic texts. The central question arises
from how to achieve understanding and interpretation of texts in a way that
transcends traditional methodology, taking into account history, culture, language,
and the role of the recipient in meaning-making. The study aims to reveal how
interpretation can be transformed into an existential experience in which the
recipient actively participates, moving beyond mere superficial interpretation of
the text. It highlights Gadamer's key mechanisms, such as separating the text from
the author's mindset, focusing on the process of understanding itself, preconceived
judgments, and the fusion of historical and present horizons, in addition to the
dialectic between question and answer. The findings conclude that, according to
Gadamer, interpretation is not merely a commentary on texts but a dynamic
activity that connects humans with history, culture, and language, making texts
living spaces for the reproduction of meaning and knowledge across generations.
Keywords: Understanding; Interpretation; Fusion of Horizons; Preconceived
Judgments; Historicity; Recipient; Act of Reading
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