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The Use of Heritage in Omani Narrative:

A Perusal of the Novel 'Naranja' by Jokha Alharthi
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Summary:

In this research, we have attempted to study the novel "Naranja" by Jokha
Alharthi from the perspective of the heritage utilization. This required
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dividing the research into three sections. In the first section, we focused on the
concept of heritage and its forms. In the second section, we examined the
author's process of employing heritage, revealing that the utilization of heritage
manifested in the narrated events conveyed by the narrative self. Alharthi made
most of the characters engage in actions derived from Omani heritage, selecting
for each character heritage-related works that corresponded to their social and
cultural standing. In addition to the narrated events, Alharthi relied on Omani
heritage, allowing most of the characters to speak in Omani dialect and to utter
local proverbs and songs. She drew from popular heritage various descriptions,
adding a local dimension to her narrated worlds. In the third section, we sought to
uncover the significance of heritage in the novel, concluding that the heritage
invoked by Alharthi gained new meanings distinguishable from its original
significance, meanings that often reflect the author's views.

Keywords: employment, heritage, events, sayings, significance, narrative identity
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