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Among the Linguistic Research Methods:
Geographical Approach (or Linguistic Geography)
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Summary:

The modern geo-linguistic study is one of the newest means of research in
linguistics, and has even become one of its branches. The researchers called it
“geographical method”, “linguistic geography” or “dialectology”.

This method is novel in its theoretical aspect, as opposed to its practical
application, and it still requires further study that addresses its issues, topics, and
foundations, despite the expanded fields of its application in linguistic heritage. In
an effort to introduce this method, | aim through this research paper to clarify its
methodological and epistemological boundaries as outlined by linguists and those
interested in linguistic approaches. | will explain its subjects and fields, trace its
developmental path from its inception, and follow some of its impacts in Western
linguistic studies as well as in Arabic linguistic heritage, highlighting its significant
importance in the field of linguistic studies, akin to linguistic atlases. Finally, | will
enhance this research with more procedural and practical application through an
applied reading of examples from Arabic linguistic achievements in light of the
geographical method.

Keywords: linguistic research; geographic method; linguistic geography;
dialectology; linguistic atlases; linguistics
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