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Summary:

Travel literature is one of the literary genres where the discourse of epidemics is
manifested. It is well known that Arabs do not settle in one place and often travel
from one location to another. During their journeys, they encountered various
epidemics in the lands they visited. Since writers often reflect and speak about the
realities before them, they narrated what they witnessed, given that the fate of the
writer is intertwined with that of the community. Thus, travelers were preoccupied
with discussing the epidemics that spread in the countries they visited. This study
will focus on two journeys: the first by Ibn Fadlan and the second by Ibn Battuta,
starting from the following problem: How were epidemics manifested in the
journeys of Ibn Fadlan and Ibn Battuta? Both travelers noted the ailments and
diseases suffered by some peoples in refined literary language. It would not be an
exaggeration to say that their writings represent the early manifestations of
pandemic literature among Arabs. In conclusion, this study finds that Arabs have
referenced pandemics in many literary genres in ancient times, albeit in a passing
manner and without detailed elaboration.

Keywords: pandemic literature; manifestations; travel literature; travelers; the
Other; Ibn Battuta; Ibn Fadlan
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