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From "The Death of the Author" to "The Absence of the Self": Artificial
Intelligence and the Crisis of Creativity and Cultural Identity
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Summary:

This article explores the impact of artificial intelligence on literary creativity and
cultural identity, tracing the conceptual shift from "the death of the author" to "the
absence of the self" in the algorithmic age. It raises a fundamental question: can Al-
generated texts be legitimately considered literature? The study redefines key
notions of authenticity and creativity in light of this technological evolution. It posits
that Al’'s simulation of literary styles—despite producing formally coherent texts—
constitutes a profound challenge to human creative agency and the aesthetic
authenticity rooted in lived human experience. This challenge further endangers
the expressive uniqueness of cultural identity. The article calls for a new critical and
regulatory framework to distinguish between human and algorithmic production,
and to establish ethical and legal safeguards to protect human creativity and
preserve cultural heritage.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence; Literary Creativity; Death of the Author; Absence
of the Self; Cultural Identity; Authenticity; Al-generated Texts.
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