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Summary:

The concept of constant and variable is, indeed, a mathematical concept
upon which the entire linguistic thought is based, particularly in Arabic
prosody, as it is part of the laws and rules that govern Arabic poetry.
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Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad built his prosodic system on this mathematical notion, starting
from the foundational principles of this science: stillness and movement. When
movement and stillness combine in a specific manner, they form the "causes" and
"feet." These two components combine to create the "metrical patterns," which
then arrange in a particular sequence to form the poetic meters. (El Buhur). Just as
the Arabic language is structured within a set of categories where its elements are
balanced and contrasted, allowing for the identification of similarities and
differences, Arabic poetic meters are also organized into categories with equivalent
elements. The elements are compared to one another, and each meter has
counterparts that differ in usage from the original category but do not contradict
it. This leads us to consider a broader question: Can it be possible for the Arabic
prosody to be structured in Abwab just like the language itself is? And to what
extent can the idea of origin and branch illuminate the equivalent prosodic
elements within this framework?
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