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Summary:

This study attempts to offer a comparative sociological reading of one of the most
prominent contemporary Arab novels, which explores, raises, and critiques a
number of current and influential social issues in the lives of individuals within
contemporary Algerian society. This novel, "The Dreamer," by the Algerian writer
Samir Kacimi, is particularly concerned with cultural hegemony, alienation,
dependency, and the closure of thought, education, and even religiosity today. This
study addresses the following question: Has this contemporary Arab novel, in light
of its critical commitment and artistic preoccupation with depicting the rejection
and opposition to the status quo, regardless of its causes, been able to exercise its
critical function as a fine art? Without, in doing so, losing the aesthetic
independence of which the pioneers of critical theory of the Frankfurt School
spoke, particularly those who advocated for art as a revolutionary force for
liberation?

Keywords: critical theory; Arab novel; pure art; Frankfurt School; Samir Kacimi; The
Dreamer
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