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The Rhetoric of Artistic Imagery in Critical Heritage
between Understanding and Ambiguity: A Study in the
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Summary:

The issue of the poetic column in Arab heritage is intricate, encompassing
both criticism and rhetoric, influenced by cultural and cognitive backgrounds
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that extend beyond a simple conflict between the old and the new. Acknowledging
the challenge of fully understanding all aspects of Arabic poetic norms, this
research will focus specifically on the issue of imagery. Our aim is to examine the
critical and rhetorical corpus in its treatment of artistic imagery by poets, as
exemplified by al-Amidi's comparisons, al-Jurjani's mediations, and al-Marzouki's
explanations of al-Hamasa. This study adopts a multifaceted approach to explore
why the ancients showed greater interest in simile compared to metaphor.
Keywords: Rhetorical imagery; poetic column; critical heritage; rhetorical heritage;
clarity; ambiguity
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