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The Theoretical Foundations of Interpretive Reading
in Understanding the Quranic Text According to Nasr
Hamid Abu Zaid
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Summary:

The Quran has long been, and continues to be, the focus of studies,
readings, and interpretations that have made it a foundation for research.
This has resulted in various approaches among scholars, with differing
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principles in their engagement with its verses according to the intended objectives
of the study. Consequently, the study of the Quranic text has become a central
theme in contemporary Arabic studies, which aim to read the text through new
methodologies by adopting contemporary interpretive mechanisms. Nasr Hamid
Abu Zaid is perhaps among the most important researchers who embraced
Western hermeneutics in its concepts and analytical procedures, utilizing them in
the reading of the Quranic text. This led to the establishment of a set of theoretical
foundations. Based on his interpretive methodology, Abu Zaid asserts that the
Quranic text is perpetually open to reading, and consequently, amenable to
explanation and interpretation; this is due to the richness and abundance of the
linguistic structure of the Quranic text, which makes it a continually productive text.
Keywords: foundations, reading, Abu Zaid, hermeneutics, theoretical, Quranic
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