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The Postcolonial Narrative and Criticism in Mohamed
Bouazza:A Perusal of the Work 'Cultural Narratives
from Identity Politics to Politics of Difference’
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Summary:

Postcolonial theory is one of the most important literary and critical theories that
emerged in the postmodern era, coinciding with the rise of cultural criticism. As
such, it carries a cultural and political character, as it examines the relationship
between discourses and power, as well as the role of culture in reinforcing
colonial and imperial hegemony. It crystallized by the end of the 1970s. This
theory aims to expose Western ideology, undermine its central tenets, and
eliminate cultural colonialism and its residues, enabling a re-reading of history
from the perspective of the colonized. The term is used to denote all cultures
affected by colonial hegemony from the moment of colonization to the present
day. Based on its humanistic goals, which concern the preservation of identity
components, this theory has managed to occupy a prominent place in the Arab
critical scene and has taken a wide space in Arab critical practices. Arab critics
have celebrated it and adopted its foundations and tenets, despite its modernity.
Therefore, this paper aims to define the position of postcolonial theory in the
novel criticism of Mohamed Bouazza and how he received its foundations and
tenets in analyzing narrative discourse. This paper raises several questions, the
most important of which are: To what extent has Mohamed Bouazza benefited
from the reception of postcolonial theory in his critical practice? How effectively
has he adopted and employed its tenets in the Arab critical context to reveal the
cultural systems in postcolonial narrative discourses?

Keywords:novel, postcolonial criticism, Mohamed Bouazza
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