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Summary:

Al-Mutanabbi's poetry is considered a vast space for cultural studies and
the exploration of the underlying systems that represent the essence of
cultural criticism. Critics have expressed skepticism regarding the purpose
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of praise in Al-Mutanabbi's poetry; his relationship with Sayf al-Dawla is seen as the
most systematic aspect of his poetic life, where he implies more than he reveals.
His praise poems are imbued with a self that implies disdain while constructing its
relationship with the praised other through deception, mockery, and ridicule.
Indeed, this self may become more arrogant and virile as the praise increases,
suggesting that the apparent praise is a form of humiliation and belittlement that
satisfies the self and elevates it, even if the one praised is a revered king. Thus, this
act of deception and evasion cannot be a product of mere coincidence; it is the
result of accumulated cultural systems that contribute to this paradoxical structure.
This study aims to examine the effectiveness of the cultural system and its role in
shaping the praise poem in Al-Mutanabbi's work.

Keywords: cultural criticism, Al-Mutanabbi, praise poem, cultural paradigm, ego,
arrogance
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