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The Place Authority in Shaping Identity in Modern
Algerian Poetry“:Diwan Atlas of Miracles” by Salah
Kherfi as a Model
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Summary:

Place holds great significance in human life; it represents a person's shelter and
homeland to which they belong, where they form relationships with others. This
relationship likely gives the creative individual the motivation to express place in
their texts. Arabic poetry tells us about the relationship between humans and place;
even if they abandon it, they return to mention and describe it. Thus, in Arabic
poetry, place is an acknowledgment by the poet of the authority of place over it,
creating a relationship of identification with it. Poets infused places with their
cultures and intellectual visions, reflecting their feelings and relationships with
those places, revealing different semantic dimensions. Consequently, place
acquires an identity dimension that plays a role in expressing existence and being.
Therefore, this research aims to highlight the relationship between identity and
place, and how the concept of identity manifests through place in the Diwan 'Atlas
of Miracles' by Algerian poet Saleh Kherfi, while also emphasizing the aesthetic
impact that place has on the structure of the poem; for place is related to the
formation of national identity in all its semantic dimensions.

Keywords: Identity; Place; Poetry; Homeland; Belonging; Algeria
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