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Towards a New Characterization of the Semantic
Sentence Structure —from Generation to Discourse-
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Summary:

The generative-transformational theory encountered several shortcomings
that prevented a deep understanding of the semantic structure of
sentences. This was due to the neglect of an important aspect of language:
the pragmatic dimension. Chomsky's proposed deep structure did not
provide a complete semantic explanation as promised, because its
elements are tied to lexical laws that only preserve the literal meanings and
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overlook metaphorical constructions. Therefore, this research aims to provide a
deeper understanding of the semantic structure of sentences. The study revealed
two types of laws that Chomsky conflated when discussing deep structure, which is
the psychological level comprising metaphorical constructions while excluding the
context responsible for forming the deep structure. These are the laws of reference
and usage, which are responsible for shaping both literal and figurative meanings.
Keywords: deep structure; sentence; metaphorical sentence; generative-
transformational theory; pragmatics; literal meaning; figurative meaning
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