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The Approach of Reasoning with Logical Categories in
Issues of Divine Transcendence: Between Theological
Speculation and Philosophical Demonstration
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Abstract

While logic is considered a branch of philosophy concerned with the
principles of sound reasoning, Muslim theologians and philosophers
studied and employed it in the defense of theological doctrines, owing
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to its foundational rules for correct thinking. Through its established
methods, one avoids error and fallacy, as it serves as a regulative
instrument whose observance protects the intellect from misjudgment.
Among the most important logical sciences utilized in Islamic thought
to uphold the doctrine of divine unity "tawhid" against the threats of
anthropomorphism and corporealism is the science of logical
categories "maqulat". For analogical reasoning—inferring the unseen
from the seen and attributing finite human characteristics to the
infinite divine—Ileads to a comparison between the Creator and
creation, thereby compromising the very essence of tawhid. This
study, therefore, derives its significance from its effort to elucidate the
methodological frameworks of both kalam and philosophical thought
in affirming divine transcendence "tanzih"

Key words: Logical Categories — Issues - Divine Transcendence -
Theological Speculation -Philosophical Demonstration
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