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Hussein Sharif: The Godfather of *'being in the world*':
A Critical Reading of the retrospective art exhibition
Entitled ""Re-framing Reality'* 2024
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Abstract:

Hussain Sharif stands as an artistic icon who charted a course against the
prevailing currents of Emirati visual art in his time. He opened the door wide
for others to contemplate the essence and nature of art, beyond superficial
embellishment, color refinement, and the conventional engagement with
heritage through nostalgic depictions and emotionally charged compositions.
While childhood memories, traditional landscapes, vast deserts, and the
fragrance of the Ghaf tree have often served as quintessential elements in the
artistic narratives of Emirati artists, Sharif refused to yield to sentimental
impulses or rely on emotional fluctuations to shape his artistic discourse.
Rather than adhering to poetic conventions in storytelling, he established a
rigorous approach that transcended personal sentimentality, emphasizing
conceptual and structural integrity in his artistic practice.

My study of Hussein Sharif's artistic journey aims to highlight his
pioneering approaches, which not only sharpen our perception of reality but
also deepen our emotional and aesthetic engagement with his work. His art
offers a profound sense of presence within the intricate web of relationships
that define our world, capturing the rapid economic, cultural, and societal
transformations that the UAE has undergone.

Key words: being in the world, Relational, Retrospective, Object,
Assemblage, Alterity
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