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The Cosmos as a Sign: A Semiotic Reading of the World's Testimony to
the Creator’s Existence between Islamic Theology and Philosophy
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Abstract:

Islamic theology (ilm al-kalam) laid the foundations for rational
reasoning through its systematic method, particularly in its approach to
establishing the existence of the Creator. It relied on the inductive
examination of cosmic phenomena and the uncovering of their causal
relationships. Central to this methodology was the rational principle that
"every contingent being must have a cause," which provided a conceptual
framework for viewing the universe as a semantic system imbued with a
metaphysical and transcendent dimension. From this perspective, the
cosmos is understood as a profound sign that points toward a transcendent
Creator, rendering it a realm for intellectual contemplation and
demonstrative reasoning.

Within this context, kalam intersects with modern semiotic
approaches in conceiving the world as an "open text" subject to
interpretation, wherein cosmic signs (ayat) serve as signifiers referring to a
higher signified—namely, the Divine Being. Accordingly, the relationship
between the signifier (cosmic phenomena) and the signified (Divine
Existence) reveals a semantic structure that fulfills an inferential function
through interpretive mechanisms. The cosmic sign is not confined to its
sensory or physical dimensions; rather, it transcends them, acting as a
window into the metaphysical meaning that lies beyond observable reality.

The significance of this study lies in its attempt to offer a semiotic
reading of philosophical Islamic theology from a cosmic-inferential
perspective. It treats kalam as an open semantic system through which the
structure of the sign can be explored in light of the interplay between reason
and interpretation.
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By interrogating the dialectical relationship between the theological
method and semiotic reading, this study seeks to uncover the potential for a
renewed interpretive framework—one that contributes to addressing
contemporary theological challenges through a methodological synthesis of
systematic theology and philosophical demonstration.

Keywords: Islamic Philosophy; Islamic Theology; A Semiotic Reading;
Sign; The Cosmos
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