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Abstract:

The tremendous and accelerating technological development that various
fields of knowledge and scientific research have witnessed— as an inevitable
consequence of globalization that has prevailed over the past decades—has driven
many scholars and specialists to adopt diverse digital media, software, and
electronic platforms. These tools facilitate the storage and retrieval of information,
rendering them a recognized scientific alternative to traditional paper-based
libraries. Indeed, such platforms, which now host thousands if not millions of
books, theses, and research studies, have become the primary destination for
researchers, who are often able to access their desired materials with just a single
click.

This study seeks to achieve a number of objectives, the most significant of
which are:
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_ Shedding light on the concept of electronic libraries and its intersections
with related terms and functions, such as digital and virtual libraries.

_ Highlighting the necessity of moving toward electronic libraries.
_ Demonstrating the positive role that electronic libraries play.

_ldentifying the various challenges and stakes confronting electronic
libraries.

_ Clarifying the distinctions between traditional and electronic libraries.

As for the main findings of this research, they can be summarized as follows:

_ The effectiveness of electronic libraries in storing and facilitating access
to information.

_ Their relatively low cost compared to the extensive scientific services they
provide.

_ Their ability to overcome the limitations of time and space.

_ It is also worth noting certain difficulties, particularly those related to
intellectual property rights and the weakness of infrastructure in remote areas.

In light of the foregoing, this paper aims to highlight the role and
importance of alternative libraries in serving scientific research and supporting the
concerns of scholars across diverse academic fields. It seeks to answer a
fundamental research question: To what extent can alternative libraries meet the
needs of researchers in various disciplines and sciences? And to what extent can
they be considered reliable and secure resources?

Keywords: digital libraries; Arabic poetry; digital platforms; communication; globalization.
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