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Abstract:

Control over public funds is considered a fundamental necessity to
safeguard them from violation or misuse, and traditional oversight
mechanisms are no longer sufficient to address contemporary developments,
the expansion of state activities, and the increase in revenue sources
alongside the growth of public expenditures. Consequently, legal systems
have established specialized and independent institutions tasked with
financial and administrative oversight of public funds, serving as
constitutional and legal guarantees for proper management of public
resources. Within this framework, the study addresses the main issue
represented by the role of the State Audit and Administrative Control
Institution in the Sultanate of Oman in protecting public funds, considering
its objectives, powers, and broad legal competences that enable it to oversee
various financial and administrative aspects. The study aimed to clarify the
legal framework governing this institution and its mechanisms for
monitoring entities under its supervision, relying on an analytical approach
to relevant legal and legislative texts with commentary, as well as an
inductive approach to derive results concerning public fund protection. The
study revealed that financial and administrative oversight in the Sultanate of
Oman has evolved gradually through successive legislations reflecting the
state’s commitment to safeguarding public funds and enhancing the
efficiency of oversight mechanisms. It also showed that the Omani legislator
endowed the institution with judicial authority, reflecting a qualitative
development in oversight, as it confers binding power to its procedures and
positions the institution as a partner in law enforcement rather than merely
a reporting body. The study concluded on the necessity of continuously
updating oversight legislation and regulations to keep pace with economic
and administrative changes and rapid digital transformation, with a
recommendation to amend Articles (10) of the State Audit Law and (11) of
its executive regulations by separating competences into independent
articles, ensuring legislative clarity, facilitating application, enhancing
legal precision, and reducing the potential for divergent interpretations.

Keywords: Financial and Administrative Control; Public Funds
Protection; State Audit Institution; Sultanate of Oman; Judicial Authority
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