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Abstract:
This research titled: * Components of A Valid Legal Marriage: A juristic
comparative analysis in the light of Shari‘ah™, aims at studying the
components of a valid legal marriage in Nigerian constitution, in order to
determine its contents and compare them with the provision of Islamic law.
A juristic comparative method has been applied in compiling the research.
Finally, the findings have shown that: the components of a valid legal
marriage in the Nigerian constitution, is compatible with the components of
a valid legal marriage in Islamic law in some areas and differed in others.
Key words: marriage components, Islamic law, Nigerian constitution,
comparative analysis.
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(Whenever any persons desire to marry, one of the parties to the

intended marriage shall sign and give to the registrar of the
district in which the marriage is intended to take place a notice)*
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(Every registrar shall supply forms of notice gratuitously to any
person applying for the same) .
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(Upon receipt of such notice the registrar shall cause the same to be
entered in a book to be called the marriage notice book, which may be
inspected during office hours without fee. he shall also publish such
notice by causing a copy of the same to be affixed on the outer door of
his office ,and to be kept exposed there until he grants his certificate
as hereinafter mentioned, or until three months shall have elapsed)®.
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(The registrar, at any time after the expiration of twenty —one days and
before the expiration of three months from the date of the notice, upon
payment of the prescribed fee, shall thereupon issue his certificate
provided always that he shall not issue such certificate until he has
been satisfied by affidavit
(a) That one of the parties has been resident within the district
in which the marriage is intended to be celebrated at least fifteen days
preceding the granting of the certificate;
(b) That each of the parties to the intended marriage (not being
a widower or widow ) is twenty -one years old ,or that if he or she is

under that age, the consent hereinafter made requisite has been
obtained in writing and is annexed to such affidavit;
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(c) That there is not any impediment of kindred or affinity, or
any other lawful hindrance to the marriage;

(d) That neither of the parties to the intended marriage is
married by customary law to any person other than the person with
whom such marriage is proposed to be contracted]"”.

(If the marriage shall not take place within three months after
the date of the notice, the notice and all proceedings consequently
thereupon shall be void ; and fresh notice shall be given before the
parties can lawfully marry)®.

(Any person whose consent to a marriage is hereby required, or
who may know of any just cause why the marriage should not take
place. may enter a caveat against the issue of the registrar's certificate,
by writing at any time before the issue thereof the word forbidden
opposite to the entry of the notice in the marriage notice book ,and
appending thereto his name and place of abode ,and the grounds upon
which he claims to forbid the issue of the certificate ,and the registrar
shall not issue his certificate until such caveat shall be removed as
hereinafter is provided)®.
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