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Abstract

It is evident that the war on Gaza and its people, and the unjust, brutal
aggression they are enduring, now preoccupies all Muslims, pains their
hearts, touches their emotions, and saddens them without exception. While
most Muslims can only offer these feelin?s and prayers for their brethren,
some are keen to go beyond that practically, seeking means to alleviate the
suffering of their brothers and sisters. Given that providing direct physical
aid and personnel is nearly impossible in the current circumstances, the
practical assistance that many Muslims have found a way to offer is financial
support. One of the greatest forms of financial aid is giving Zakat to the
people of Gaza, for those who find a feasible means to deliver it. However,
many who wish to give their Zakat to our oppressed brethren there are faced
with several juristic issues. Among the most important is the ruling on
disbursing Zakat before its due time to aid them, as this is an urgent matter
that cannot wait for the Zakat due date. It is well-established that Zakat has a
specific time stipulated by the Shari‘ah. Consequently, this research comes to
study the issue of advancing Zakat Payment before its due date for the
people of Gaza and others like them aftlicted by severe hardship. It examines
the positions of the jurists on this matter, their evidence, and discusses these
views to arrive at the correct opinion, while simultaneously balancing
between relieving the suffering of oppressed Muslims and adhering to the
legal parameters governing the disbursement of Zakat.

Keywords: Zakat, Hawl (Zakat year), Gaza, Advancement, Pre-payment,
Disbursement, Giving.
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