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Abstract

This study examines the Baiyya ode of ‘Ubayd Allah b. Qays al-Ruqayyat in
praise of ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan, one of the most important examples of political
panegyric in the first Islamic century. The study offers a close reading of the poem,
seeking to uncover the nature of this transformation and to explore how the poet
mobilizes the structure of the traditional gasida to articulate it. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach and draws on selected insights of modern literary
criticism in order to elucidate the poem’s semantic and aesthetic structure. It
concludes that the poem shows how the poet harnessed his artistic skill to express the
problem of transferring his allegiance to his former enemies.

Keywords: Ba'iyya of Ibn Qays al-Ruqayyat; ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan; political

panegyric.
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