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Abstract
This research paper examines the novel The Silence of the Void by Ibrahim Saadi,
aimingto explore the image of the intellectual in contemporary Algerian narrative
discourse during the crisis of the 1990s.
The crisis of the Black Decade regarded culture as a sin and awareness as a
transgression that had to be punished; consequently, fear and panic were spread
among intellectuals, and many were killed whenever the takfiri movement was
able to do so.
Based on this, the study reached a set of findings, most notably that the
intellectual portrayed in The Silence of the Void represents a vivid image of the
real intellectual during the Black Decade, having paid the price of his culture to
the extremist “other” and atoned for the “sin” of his awareness with his life and
blood.

Keywords: Culture; Death; Black Decade; The Silence of the Void; Ibrahim
Saadi.
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