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Abstract :

The subject of virginity as a social value and is still one of the most important
topics in the field of socio-anthropological studies as a cultural given that characterized
Arab societies since ancient times and what increased its importance is its association
with the female body "woman's body", which made it one of the prohibited topics or the
fathers because of its association with the concept of honor in Algerian society, this value
that women sought to preserve in all ways as a determinant of social status. From this
point of view, the biological virginity of the girl, i.e. the "integrity of the hymen", has
become a cultural indication that reflects the honor of the girl and the honor of her family
and the authenticity of her lineage, so women in the local community of Cherea city in
Wilaya de Tebessa sought to preserve the virginity of their daughters by practicing the
process of "Tasfih" which is a ritual to protect the female virginity as a mechanism of
controlling the female body, "this ritual and popular belief, which has proven its
effectiveness in closing the female body and preventing it from penetrating.

Therefore, we tried, through an analytical perspective, to clarify the local
community's perceptions of women's virginity and its determinants through the practice
of "Tasfih", which led us to a key question: How is the local community in Cherea city in
the Wilaya of Tebessa represented by the practice of “Tasfih”? How sustainable is this
practice considering the emergence of modern alternatives?

Keywords: Tasfih, virginity, defloration, honor, female body
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