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Abstract;

This study examines the role of tribal affiliation as a key factor in the restructuring
of urban public space, focusing on the “Souk Zqaq Ben Ramadan” market in the city of Biskra
as a case study. The study starts from the premise that urbanization in the Algerian context
has not led to the disappearance of traditional structures, but rather to their reproduction in
flexible functional forms adapted to the logic of the modern city. The research relied on an
ethnographic approach, using participant observation and semi-structured interviews with
merchants and customers. The study found that tribal and kinship affiliations largely
determine patterns of spatial positioning within the market and form informal economic
solidarity networks that ensure trust and manage conflicts outside of formal administrative
frameworks. The results also revealed the practice of “symbolic control” over public spaces,
which is subject to the logic of seniority and social reputation. The study concludes that the
popular market represents a “social laboratory” in which identity dynamics are manifested,
where traditional tribalism intersects with interests to produce a hybrid social organization.
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