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Abstract:

The decision-making process involves selecting the most appropriate alternative
from among several options to address a particular issue or find appropriate solutions.
Various bodies and individuals participate in this process, depending on the country's
political system. In ancient China, according to an anthropological approach to the
politics of governance, the decision-making process was highly centralized, with
decisions being made by the emperor or a small circle of close officials behind closed
doors and high walls (the Forbidden City). Chinese culture tended toward isolationism
and the refusal to accept foreign cultures until they had been "Sinicized," that is, adapted
to Chinese specificities. After the death of Mao Zedong in 1976, China entered a
turbulent period marked by the political, economic, and social crises resulting from the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and the Great Leap Forward. However, the Twelfth
Congress of the Communist Party in 1978 marked a historical turning point, adopting
the policy of reform and opening up under the slogan "Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics." This made the decision-making process more flexible and open to
international changes while preserving national identity. This led to the launch of the so-
called Four Modernization Program.

Keywords: culture, anthropology, politics, Chinese, socialism.
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