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Abstract:

This article provides an overview and Arabic translation of the American
Anthropological Association's (AAA) Statement on Research Ethics, framing it as a guiding
and educational document rather than a punitive one, aiming to establish the ethical
foundations that govern anthropological research. The article reviews the historical
development of the statement, which emerged in response to major ethical crises such as
"Project Camelot” in the 1960s, and the involvement of some anthropologists in military
programs after the events of September 11. It further traces how the code of ethics evolved
from a strict prohibition of covert research in 1971 to a more flexible framework,
culminating in its current 2012 version.

The latest version is centered on seven core principles, most notably "Do No Harm,"
"Be Open and Honest," and "Obtain Informed Consent." These principles are underpinned
by broader concepts such as beneficence, respect for persons, justice, and cultural
sensitivity. The statement stresses that anthropological research is a social enterprise that
requires awareness of power imbalances and a profound responsibility towards
participants. The article aims to provide this crucial ethical framework to the Arab
anthropological community to foster discussions on the ethics of research practice in their
local contexts.

Keywords: Research Ethics, Anthropology, American Anthropological Association (AAA),
Informed Consent, Project Camelot.
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1. Charlotte Allen, “Spies Like Us: When Sociologists Deceive Their Subjects,” Lingua Franca 7,
no. 9 (1997).
2. David Calvey, “The Art and Politics of Covert Research: Doing ‘Situated Ethics’ in the Field,”
Sociology 42, no. 5(2008):905-918.
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Policies on Research Misconduct,” Federal Register 70, no. 94 (2005): 28370-28400.
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1. Sue-Ellen Jacobs, “Case 6: Anonymity Revisited,” in Handbook on Ethical Issues in Anthropology,
ed. Joan Cassell and Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Special Publication of the American Anthropological
Association 23 (Washington, DC: American Anthropological Association, 1987).

2. Sue-Ellen Jacobs, “Case 5: Anonymity Declined,” in Handbook on Ethical Issues in Anthropology,
ed. Joan Cassell and Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Special Publication of the American Anthropological
Association 23 (Washington, DC: American Anthropological Association, 1987).
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1.Joan Cassell, “Case 17: The Case of the Damaged Baby,” in Handbook on Ethical Issues in
Anthropology, ed. Joan Cassell and Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Special Publication of the American
Anthropological Association 23 (Washington, DC: American Anthropological Association, 1987).

2.Joan Cassell, “Case 20: Power to the People,” in Handbook on Ethical Issues in Anthropology, ed.
Joan Cassell and Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Special Publication of the American Anthropological Association
23 (Washington, DC: American Anthropological Association, 1987).
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Relevant sections in ethics codes of other organizations:
1)Association of American Geographers 2) Register of Professional Archaeologists 3) American
Sociological Association 4) American Educational Research Association 5) American Historical
Association 6) American Psychological Association 7) Archaeological Institute of America 8)
American Political Science Association 9) National Council on Public History 10) Oral History
Association 11) National Association for the Practice of Anthropology 12) American Association
of Physical Anthropologists

Notes

Joan Cassell, “Case 22: Forbidden Knowledge,” in Handbook on Ethical Issues in Anthropology, ed.
Joan Cassell and Sue-Ellen Jacobs, Special Publication of the American Anthropological Association
23 (Washington, DC: American Anthropological Association, 1987).
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1. Sydel Silverman, “Why Preserve Anthropological Records?” CoPAR Bulletin 1 (n.d.); see also the
following in Sydel Silverman and Nancy J. Parezo, eds., Preserving the Anthropological Record, 2nd
ed. (New York: Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, 1995): Victor Golla, “The
Records of American Indian Linguistics”; John Van Willigen, “The Records of Applied
Anthropology*; Sue E. Estroff, “The Records of Medical Anthropology”; Michael A. Little, Jane E.
Buikstra, and Frank Spencer, “The Records of Biological Anthropology *“; Don D. Fowler and Douglas
R. Givens, “The Records of Archaeology.”
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David H. Price, “Anthropological Research and the Freedom of Information Act,” Cultural
Anthropology Methods 9, no. 1 (1997):12-15.
Mary Elizabeth Ruwell, “The Physical Preservation of Anthropological Records” in Sydel Silverman
and Nancy J. Parezo, eds., Preserving the Anthropological Record, 2nd ed. (New York: Wenner-Gren
Foundation for Anthropological Research, 1995). Hugh Gusterson, “What'’s in a Laptop?”
Anthropology Now 4, no. 1 (2012):26-31.For informational and instructional materials on archiving
and preserving qualitative data, see the following resources:
Irish Qualitative Data Archive and Tallagt West Childhood Development Initiative. “Best Practice in
Archiving Qualitative Data.”UK Data Archive. “Create and Manage Data.”
Denise Thomson, Lana Bzdel, Karen Golden-Biddle, Trish Reay & Carole A. Estabrooks. ““Central
Questions of Anonymization: A Case Study of Secondary Use of Qualitative Data.” FQS: Forum:
Qualitative Social Research 6 (1).For information on anonymization software, see:
University of Pennsylvania Malawi Longitudinal Study of Families and Health page on QualAnon
software and the Irish Qualitative Data Archive (IQDA) Qualitative Data Anonymizer.For information
on data repositories, visit:
Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research, the Qualitative Data Repository, and
the UK Data Service.
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