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Abstract:

Anthropology, as a broad-ranging science and a discipline concerned with field studies
related to human life, also seeks in the research process to place greater focus on the objects
surrounding cultural products and on the depth of meanings and multiple connotations
expressed through traditional artifacts—such as drawings and symbols found on pottery and
carpets, cave paintings, and the forms and patterns of jewelry. Research thus begins by
examining the role these artifacts have played in interpreting objects that fulfill daily needs
and psychological purposes, while also carrying implicit or encoded, multidimensional
messages, particularly of a religious nature.

Here emerges the role of symbolic anthropology, which does not confine itself to the
surface description of these artifacts, but rather delves deeply into their analysis to uncover
the systems of meaning and the underlying significations behind them. Every engraving, color,
or form becomes a kind of cultural text to be read in order to understand how societies
construct their meanings and their perceptions of the world, including the sacred and the
profane, and good and evil. Symbolic anthropology thus seeks to understand how culture
expresses itself through these material symbols, and how these symbols shape the collective
understanding of reality and strengthen social and spiritual bonds within the community.

Keywords: symbolism, semiotics, Tanith, Khenchela.
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